Lamprey Rivers Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes July 26, 2012

Nottingham Town Hall, 7:00 p.m.

DRAFT

members present: Ellen Conklin, Steve Conklin (Barrington), Harriet Cady (Deerfield), Dick Lord (Durham), Joe Foley (Epping), Fred Lindahl (Fremont), Jere Beckman, Sharon Meeker (Lee), Alison Watts (Newfields), Michelle Daley (Newmarket), Bonnie Winona-Mackinnon (Nottingham), Pat Bower (Raymond)

guests/associate members: Dawn Genes, Suzanne Petersen, Derek Sowers

absent: Emily Schmalzer, Dick Snow, Wes Golomb, Bill Hall, Rich Kelley, Jenn Rowden, Todd Piskovitz (excused), Kitty Miller (excused), Preston Samuel, Peter Wellenberger, Mike Russo (excused), Kathleen Hoelzel, Ted Janusz

Presentation by Derek Sowers, Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership:

As part of research for the estuaries management plan and State of the Estuaries Report, regulation data from towns in the seacoast region watershed were gathered and organized. Town by town comparisons for the Lamprey watershed were presented for several key indices. Among the key findings were:
· Wildlife habitat consideration rarely is addressed in development permits and most towns are not using best available science to protect the most valuable remaining habitat. 

· All towns recognize wetland conservation overlay, but vernal pools are often left out. Designation of prime wetlands is an under-utilized tool. 

· Requirements for wetland buffers and setbacks vary significantly for different potential impacts and among towns.

· Shoreland buffer requirements vary dramatically by stream size and among town jurisdictions. 

· Many towns lack clear procedures and regulations to ensure that new development meets modern recommended (and achievable) stormwater management standards.

· Many towns can improve their procedures and regulations to ensure that new development does not contribute excessive sediment runoff to waterways. 

· Planning for the protection of wells is generally overlooked and towns generally lack a comprehensive strategy to protect drinking water sources through land use control.

· Towns are aware of flood hazards and planning is strong. Keeping development out of flood prone areas is a high priority. 

· Impervious surface limits are undefined for a majority of zoning districts. Without caps, there is little incentive for innovation or for the use of low impact development methods. Some limits that are defined are excessively high. 

· Towns are showing impressive commitment to voluntary land conservation through easements and acquisitions. 

Conclusions:

· The town-by-town approach to implementing environmental protection regulations for the Lamprey watershed is complex, inconsistent, and very hard to accurately assess/monitor for progress.

· Environmental standards in place at the local level vary greatly and are generally inadequate to truly address the pressing environmental threats to the water resources of the area. 

· The ability of towns to implement effective watershed-based regional strategies to address environmental threats appears to be hindered by effective coordination mechanisms.

Clear priorities for work:

· Integrate mandatory low impact development techniques and standards (including consideration of wildlife habitat) into development permitting standards.

· Update stormwater and erosion/sediment control regulations and oversight.
· Seek to implement consistent wetland and shoreland buffer and setback standards across the watershed. 

· Develop comprehensive strategies to protect both private and public drinking water supplies.

· Continue emphasis on voluntary permanent land protection efforts as best way to ensure long-term wildlife habitat, water quality, and community character benefits. 

· Build stronger regional planning mechanisms that acknowledge watershed connectivity. 

Approval of Minutes from June 28, 2012:

Michelle Daley made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Dick Lord seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Project review update:

The sub-committee reviewed plans for expansion of parking at the Walmart regional distribution center in Raymond. Walmart plans to submit a revised plan. The initial comment letter will be submitted in hopes that the revised plan will incorporate some of the suggestions. The sub-committee will review the revised plans once they are available and again offer comments. 

Work group session on management plan:

Attendees were divided into two groups to work on management plan goals for water quality and recreation/general issues. Each group will submit their work so far to the entire committee for comments. Goals and comments will be discussed at the next meeting. 
Meeting ended at 9:05.

